Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida

Board Meeting

September 18, 2005

Haitian Community Center

8260 NE 2nd Avenue

Miami, Florida
Meeting began at 5:40 pm.

Present were:  President Helene Dudley, Vice President Rick Sayette, Secretary Barbara Wall, members:  Greg Zell, Mary Lamberts, Linda Whitmyre, Daryl Wall, Tim Lawler, Margaret Roles, Emily Eisenhauer, Lisa Frankel, Jennifer MacCormack and Ana Ciereszko.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report

RPCVSF

Beginning Balance: 
7/10/2005
$4,427.01









                
$1,581.00   Income





    
$2,499.64   Expenses



Ending Balance:       
9/18/2005
$3,508.37

Colombia Project

Beginning Balance: 
7/10/2005  
$2,255.82








$   816.87  Income







$       0       Expenses

Ending Balance:     
9/18/200
$3,072.69

Grand Total:
         
9/18/2005
$6,581.06           

General Business

The tour of South Beach with George Neary was very good and another one was suggested for February or March.  The amount raised for partnership for the Haitian project was $1075.00.  This will allow more than 8 children to have cat scans.

Mary Lamberts and Linda Whitmyre will check out the Main Street Café in Homestead and a Vietnamese restaurant in Perrine for partnerships dinners.

The Biscayne Nature Cleanup headed by Joy Klein may not occur.

Ana Ciereszko has volunteered her house for the Christmas party to be held December 3. 

We had a good partnership dinner at the Russian restaurant, Grandma’s.  One person came because he saw it in The Miami Herald.  It was suggested that we list this type of event in the New Times also.

Helene mentioned the WLRN fundraising.  We hope to have 10 people helping on the telephones.  It will be on October 24th from 4-7 pm.  Anyone can volunteer to help.

Lisa Frankel and Helene will contact The Miami Herald about the Colombia Project fundraiser at the Lemon Twist restaurant.  The event will be Oct. 27 from 6-8 pm.  Ari Melano will give an update on the Popoyan project.  It will be $20.00 per person with $5.00 going to the Colombia Project.

The newsletter was wonderful.  Martin made updates to the website but in future, Edith McClintoch may do these updates.   Some of the Yahoo group mail is not getting through.  

There will be a postcard on October 8.

The has been no response from The Miami Herald about running interviews with RPCVS to celebrate Peace Corps Day, March 1st.

The Book Project

Fifty textbooks were obtained by Emily.  Ana can also get more science books.  Helene will try to contact the person who sometimes takes books to Haiti to see if we can ship some with him.

Local Service Projects

We are looking for projects like ‘Reading is Fundamental’, ‘TREEmendous’, or a tree planting project.  We discussed these hands-on type projects and feel that we may adopt one.

Membership Expansion

Although we mailed out approximately 30 invitations to lapsed members, inviting them to the beach party at Barbara Junge’s, only one new prospective member came.  Perhaps we will try again for the Cinco de Mayo party.

Amy Alvarez wants to start a West Palm Beach group.  She is not a member of RPCVSF and there may be other out-of-area people, not members of our group, who want to set something up.  We could be an umbrella group in that they would organize their groups through ours.  The next newsletter will encourage this.

Merchandise

There are 6-7 videos left.  Helene will bring them to the Annual General Meeting to sell.

World Market:  Greg moved that $450.00 be allocated to provide a revolving fund for the Market.  Ana seconded it and it was passed unanimously.  

An expansion of products such as hot chocolate mixes, coffee, exotic toothpaste will be available at the Annual General Meeting and at the Lemon Twist fundraiser.

The profits from the World Market will go to whatever charitable organization is targeted by our event (Haiti, Colombia, Guatemala women’s health care, etc.).   For events with no fund-raising focus such as Cinco de Mayo and the Christmas party, proceeds will go to Reading is Fundamental. It was so moved, seconded and passed unanimously.

Events

We will try to have another Broward event.  It was also suggested by Barbara Junge that we have a pool hall event and also something at Alabama Jack’s in the spring.

There was not enough support for manning a water booth during a marathon.

We need to talk to Joy Klein about the date for the Everglades Outing.

Old Business

Greg recommends going to Barbara Junge’s for another party. 

Juan Carlos and Julie Balzano’s party was a smaller affair but they had a good time.

Procedures are being followed about subjects put out on the Yahoo Group.  This is a more formalized setting than just an e-mail.

Members of the Board who are standing for re-election:  Tim Lawler, Lisa Frankel, Rich Sayette, Ana Ciereszko, Greg Zell, Mary Lamberts, Linda Whitmyre, Margaret Roles, Emily Eisenhauer, Barbara Junge, Helene Dudley, Jennifer MacCormack, and Joy Klein (not actually confirmed).  The Walls will not be on the board next year.  Helene will poll the Board by e-mail one more time before the election.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Barbara Wall
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