Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida

Board Meeting 

May 7, 2006

Haitian Community Center

8260 NE 2nd Avenue

Miami, FL   33138

Members Present:  Helene Dudley, Beth Daignauelt, Emily Eisenhauer, Tim Lawler, Marilyn Page, Margaret Roles, Rich Sayette, Doris Vincent, Linda Whitmyre, and Greg Zell 

The meeting began at 5:47 pm.

It was moved to waive the approval of the minutes due to lack of printed copies.  The motion was seconded and approved.

It was moved to expand the Board by one seat and that Beth Daignauelt (RPCV Nicaragua) fill that seat.  This motion was seconded and approved.

Treasurer’s Report 

RPCVSF

Beginning Balance    3-12-06    $ 5,537.68

    Income


         918.25

    Expenses

                  1,145.09

Ending Balance         5-7-06         5,310.84

Colombia Project

Beginning Balance   3-12-06        1,097.69
    Income                                      6,965.00

    Expenses                                      954.91

Ending Balance         5-7-06         7,107.78

Grand Total:           5-7-06      $12,418.62

It was commented that the balances are very good and several conjectures were made as to why the RPCVSF balance is so high … lack of partnership dinners, perhaps we owe NPCA some money, perhaps due to no longer giving out t-shirts. 

Communications    

The newsletter deadline is fast approaching and there is a great need for articles.  (The deadline is scheduled for May 22 but could be delayed a week.)  The Board brainstormed possible articles … Global Volunteers (Linda), another service project (perhaps the map project) at Boystown (Beth), recipes from Cinco de Mayo.  Emily will check on a possible postage increase. 

The postcard went out recently.  Congratulations.

The 45th anniversary brought good publicity from both the Herald and Sun Sentinel.  Is there another event reporters might be interested in … perhaps the nom picnic/20th anniversary event? The goal is to assure the public that Peace Corps is still around.  Bumper stickers are another way of achieving this goal.  Marilyn likes the magnets since they easily attach to a car and don’t fade and leave a sticky mess.  

Helene is concerned that the Yahoo group is not working very well since too many people say that they never knew about events.  Other Board members are very happy with their emails.  Helene thinks there is a way to check what is being bounced and will look into it.

Service Projects

There is nothing on the book project.   

The Colombia Project will be sending $5,400 to the Popayan and Santa Marta projects this week.   Ari has submitted 7 projects from $300 - $350 per project for funding.  Marvin is retiring from the bank so we will have to pay bank wire transfer charges once again.  Is there someone else affiliated with a bank who could help in fee elimination?  This may be another article for the newsletter.  In the past the bank has at times refused checks if they were made out to the Colombia Project.  Helene would like to have the account name reflect both RPCVSF and the Colombia Project to alleviate such problems.  The Rusty Pelican was a wonderful host for the Brunch.  There were a number of Colombians in attendance who are interested in becoming more involved.      
Jennifer is putting together an event for Haiti.  Donna Shalala is supportive.
Josh Young suggested that RPCVSF in conjunction with MDC give service awards to area groups that are promoting the Peace Corps’ third goal.  Marilyn thinks that recognition awards are nice as well, e.g., Rusty Pelican, Adish.  These recognition awards can be done on an ad hoc basis. 

Membership expansion – Broward and Palm Beach Counties

Mary was unable to attend this meeting so we don’t have any details on expansion.  Helene’s aware that we did get a couple new members in May.  There was discussion about a happy hour to target teachers.  It was ultimately scheduled for June 9th at Monty Trainors’. 

World Market

In a quest for varied items, Rich will be on the lookout for appropriate crafts on his upcoming trips to Peru and Ecuador.  

Event Calendar

Rich reported that he was not very impressed with the South African restaurant; however, they will work with us.  

A variety of venues for partnership dinners were discussed … Tap-Tap (lukewarm), Peruvian restaurant on Biscayne Boulevard, Mexican restaurant on Calle 8, Gallo Pinto.  The Board members will look into different venues, including a buffet at Tap-Tap.  We will try to have a partnership dinner sometime in June.   

The nom/20th anniversary picnic is scheduled for Sunday May 21st.   Peace Corps will tend to contacting invitees, nominees and others interested.  It is a potluck.  Beth volunteered to get a birthday cake for us. 

A summer party at Oleta River State Park on July 15th was discussed.  Emily volunteered to reserve the pavilion.  RPCVSF will provide hot dogs, charcoal and condiments.

The AGM is still scheduled for Sunday October 21st at St. John’s Church.  There is a $120 usage fee.  With respect to catering, Adish is good but is hard to pin down.  Rich will look into other caterers.  Helene will check with Cheryl Little to be sure the change from Saturday to Sunday is OK with her.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:18.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Whitmyre

Board Secretary



















