Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida

Board Meeting

May 15, 2005

Haitian Community Center

8260 NE 2nd Avenue

Miami, Florida
Meeting began at 5:35 pm.

Present were:  President Helene Dudley, Vice President Rick Sayette, Secretary Barbara Wall, members:  Greg Zell, Mary Lamberts, Linda Whitmyre, Daryl Wall, Tim Lawler, Margaret Roles, and Jennifer MacCormack.

Minutes of the previous meeting were not finalized.  As soon as the secretary gets the financial information, they will be sent out.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance   
3/13/2005   
$6,258.32   RPCVSF





3/13/2005   
$2,278.85   Colombia Project

Ending Balance  
5/15/2005   
$4,475.30   RPCVSF





5/15/2005
$5,529.85   Colombia Project
The treasurer reported that after 2 years a charge of $16 a month will be assessed if the bank account is below $3,000.00 in a month.  A motion was made to authorize the treasurer to combine the accounts (RPCVSF & Colombia Project) in consultation with the president.  Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made to confirm that Jennifer is authorized to sign the bank account.  Rich and Emily will be added to the signatory list.  Motion passed unanimously.

Tax exempt certificate.  Other people should have copies of the certificate when they buy things for RPCVSF.  A scanned copy of the certificate will be sent to Rich and when someone requests it, he can e-mail a copy to them.

The charge for T-shirts is $15 in the newsletter and $20 on the membership form.  The reason for the difference is T-shirts are $15 if purchased in person, $20 by mail since that include packaging & postage.

Merchandise

DVD’s – Since Helene put ads in various RPCV publications 17 DVD’s have sold.  We are out so the Wall’s will duplicate the DVD and we’ll be ready when new orders come in.

Communications:

The deadline is May 25th.  Early submission of articles is better for Emily.  It was discussed that we could feature local jobs of RPCV’s that would be of interest to other returned volunteers.  The focus in the issue is the health field.

Web site – Tuey Murdock is still listed as the contact for our group.

Postcards – We’re OK for now.  No need to send out another one yet.

Service Projects

Colombia Project – about $3,000 was raised from the brunch held April 17th at the Doral Park Country Club.

Books were sent to Colombia as part of the Book Project.  The college textbooks are almost all gone.  Some of the books collected can go to the migrant program were Irene Brammertz works.

The Latin Market is doing well.  We were donating the money to “Wings” and The Colombia Project before and now are sending the money to “Wings” and The Friends of Thailand.  Since the amounts are not large, perhaps we should consider sending the money to a program such as “Reading is Fundamental, a program for migrant children run by RCMA.

A motion was made and passed unanimously to redirect these funds.

A motion was made and passed unanimously that the Board transfer $195.00 from the General Fund to Friends of Thailand.  This is in connection with the Tsunami Relief Wine Tasting Event.

Membership Expansion

Mary Lamberts gave a list of lapsed members to Rich Sayette.  Rich will send an e-mail or call lapsed members.  The membership is now about 188 current members.  If there are constructive suggestions about membership, Helene will forward them to NPCA.  Jennifer MacCormack will send $167.00 to NPCA ($1.00 per member).   RPCVSF owes Carolyn Klepser $90.00 for 6 books sold at the Book Fair (Miami Then & Now).

Communications

It would be good to have something about our events in the Neighbors Section of the Miami Herald newspaper.  These listings should be in the Metro or Friday (weekend) section.  However, there is no one at the metro desk right now so it would involve calling all the different Neighbors divisions (about 13) in order to include events.  Rich Sayette will work on this.

Haiti Project
We were brought up to date on the fund raising project for Haiti.  Jennifer MacCormack has been thinking of other projects that we could support such as CT scans for children in Port-au-Prince with hydrocephalus.  We also discussed short visits to Haiti to help volunteer efforts.

Jennifer will look into this and Rich and Margaret will help.

Tour of South Beach

This will be a kick-off for the Haiti Project.  It was decided to ask that anyone going pay a $10.00 donation for the tour with George Neery and another $10.00 for the lunch if you plan to attend.  If kids come, they don’t have to pay for the tour and only half price for the lunch.  Johnny Rockets was discussed as the lunch venue.  This will be treated like a partnership event.

George will be given some dates (6/18; 6/25; 7/16;  8/13 or 8/27) to choose from and it would take place from 9:30 – 10:00 a.m.

Motion was made to add 50% to the amount raised.  This money would come from the treasury to match the charitable amount from tour/lunch and round it up to the next $100.00.  The motion passed unanimously.

Miscellaneous

We need to look for different restaurants for the partnership dinners.

The Annual General Meeting to be held at the Bay Harbor Inn.

The date for the potluck dinner at the Wall’s house will be decided later.  

Leita Kaldi, no information available yet on the Senegal grant.

There is an opportunity to participate in hosting small groups of visiting Ukrainians, Lithuanians and Uzbeks in 2005 through the Open World Program.  We would get $1000.00 to educate, entertain and house them for short periods.  Barbara Junge and Rich Sayette will gather more information about this program.

It was decided not to discuss the book recommended by Frank Malgorano.

The next meeting will be on July 10, 2005.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.  

Respectfully submitted

Barbara Wall
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