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Linda Whitmeyer, the group’s secretary, showed up to the meeting with her arm in a sling.  I can’t be sure, but I think I saw Linda on her skateboard rushing to Big Daddy’s Liquor Emporium on Biscayne just before closing two nights ago.  I guess if you need to break a fall and have to choose between your writing arm and your gallon of Smirnoff’s…Well, let’s just say no one noticed any broken glass on the boulevard. 

Has it already been a year since I last took notes for this group?  Just so I could get last names of people whose last names I should know, I pulled up a copy of the notes from the January 05 meeting.  I swear, I could have copied the first four pages of those notes almost verbatim.  The biggest difference was that Rod Sullivan left that meeting early and Nolan Farhy came late to this one—or at least intended to.  

1. Minutes of last meeting:  Approved with one addition.  Barbara Junge claims to have been at the November ’05 meeting.  No one could remember; hence, no objections.

2. Treasurer’s report: “We’re doing wonderful!!!  Way to go on selling calendars!!!” Jennifer failed to mention anything about balances, but seems very excited about something.  Helene appeared to agree:  “We’re only $33 off, which is phenomenal!!!”  Apparently there were two anonymous donations/end of year tax write offs (see Jan05 notes).  Two glasses of wine and Jennifer will tell who sent the checks and for how much.  Cookies were enough for her to tell the group that Nolan wasn’t in Africa, but was watching the Steelers beat the Bengals.  The Colombia Project had $700 returned because Colombian banks thought it was a money laundering scheme.  How times have changed since Pablo Escobar was in charge.  Jennifer wanted to know if the web-hosting fee was annual or monthly.  Annual.  Helene is requesting a real annual report.  Jennifer says it will be written once the Steelers lose.

3. Communications

A. Newsletter:  2/26 print date.  Something about Emily being in school and conflicts with something.  What are the membership numbers again?  300-350 copies are printed, but many of those go to other local groups.  We also send copies to lapsed members.  If you know any, send addresses to Mary Lamberts by 2/1.  Somebody (but not Emily) will write a handwritten message urging the lapsed member to pay h/h dues.  Five or so more minutes of this debate.  No conclusion that I recall.  Lisa got a call from her new Marine.  “Welcome home USS Enterprise” was written all over her face.

B. Other stuff:  Josh Young doesn’t remember an old email address he had.  Likely something from his single days.  Think he remembers his screen name?  Lisa wonders if she used to write to him.  I’m blanking on why this came up in the meeting, but it was related to the newsletter somehow.

C. Postcards:  2/21 Happy Hour in Broward may now be 2/24.  2/26 45th Anniversary event should also be included.

D. Display board update:  Well, there’s Josh’s donation of an old science project display.  Someone wants to put Velcro on the backs of good photos so that we can update/rearrange things easily.  Seamus only does signs.  Margaret says that even though she teaches elementary school she does not do decent bulletin boards and has been criticized by her principal for lack of creativity.  No conclusion.

4. Service:

A. Books:  600 pounds last year.  We still have some in Spanish.  Guest Beth (RPCV Nicaragua) says there’s a PCV in Nicaragua who will take them.

B. Colombia Project.  Lisa yammered for a while.

C. Haiti:  Jennifer in a daze.  Played a video on a laptop of the Haitian kids we sent money for.

5. Membership expansion:  Helene’s goal is to increase membership by 10%.  When asked what our numbers are now, Mary Lamberts said, “I’ll have to let you know.”  Another graduate of the Jennifer and Nolan School of Accounting?  Regardless, the waters of Dade have been over fished.  We’re looking for new members up north.

6. Merchandise:

A. World Market:  Per Linda, when asked about the profits: “It’s a little number, but if you do it often enough, it adds up.”  And we wonder why the Colombians think we’re money laundering?  Maybe $1,800?  Who can concentrate on numbers when there are new bone bracelets and organic coffee to sell?  The profit’s smaller on the coffee, but since we’re not counting anyway, it’s not all that critical.  Linda wants to take the Market to the people.  “There just aren’t enough Christmas parties.”  We apparently sell official RPCVSF, Inc. yoga mat carriers.

B. Calendars.  Only a few left.  Should we try to market the un-Madison calendar next year?  

C. DVDs:  only 2 or 3 left.  Remarkable when you think of it.  The average age of a typical buyer is well over the age of someone who knows how to operate a DVD player.

D. Yard sale:  Made about $200.  “I must have made an error,” said Jennifer.  I’m thinking the error was that she finally let a number slip out of her mouth.  Margaret has agreed to host the yard sale annually.  Thinks we need a 7 AM start time and ads in The Flyer to make more.  She’s put all of the leftovers out on her front lawn and can’t even get her neighbors to steal the stuff.  What kind of junk were we trying to get rid of?

7. Events calendar

A. The Hollywood Happy Hour officially changed from 2/21 to 2/24.  Lisa will write something up.

B. Shelly is hosting something at a Thai restaurant in Lighthouse Point.  Helene will go.

C. WLRN in April.  Tim and Margaret requested that we switch to shilling for PBS rather than NPR so that we can be on TV.  If Helene can arrange the switch, we will hold auditions at the March board meeting.  PBS has informed us that wide-brimmed hats cast shadows and must be pre-approved before airtime.

D. AGM:  Greg didn’t want the guest speaker (director of FL Immigrant Advocacy Center) until it turned out that she’s already accepted our invitation.  Now he’s all for it.  Tim didn’t want it to be held at a church until he found out there’s a reception hall and he won’t have to enter the sanctuary and risk being smote with lightening.  Meal will be catered.  Linda will try to get the church ladies to serve so that Barbara Wall can relax this year.

8. New business:

A. Everglades outing:  Same stuff as last year about the ring sandwiches.  Barbara bought a cooler at Marshall’s for $18.  Many in the group coveted it, even though it comes with no top.  Much discussion about what could be put over it to keep those ring sandwiches cool.  I’m thinking it could become this year’s yoga mat carrier and a “must have” for each board member.  Lots of talk about whether this should be a BYOIce event or if the board should spring for a few bags.  We may have voted.  More discussion about which Publix has the best ring sandwiches and who has an SUV to transport them in the topless coolers.

B. 2/26 Anniversary event:  Jen wants the U of M Med School campus.  Josh will check on MDC.  Tim (unbelievably) will have to call the American Legion post in his neighborhood.

C. Helene needs $7.50 for this weekend’s party.  M/S/V, unanimous.

D. Beth the Guest talked about the kids at FL Immigrant Advocacy Center.  She’d like us to work with the kids some weekends at Boystown or another Dade location.  Ten or 12 may go to the Everglades outing.  Some kids from Central America; some from Guyana.  Hold the Kool-Aid at this outing.

Lisa got another call from the Marines and left.  Greg talked about how we all have to learn to “sashay in front of the cameras” in case anyone is about to snap a photo of the kids on the outing.  We’ll set up a date in March (the 18th?) to do something with these kids.  Mostly it will be sports.  Before she left, Lisa agreed to teach the non-jocks in the group to salsa.  Beth thinks they’ll love it.

E. Secretary of State papers:  Greg asked if we’d gotten our annual incorporation papers.  No one knows.  Things worked so much smoother when Katherine Harris was in charge.

F. NPCA still isn’t sending us dues in a timely manner.  Greg didn’t want to make a threatening motion, but made a threatening suggestion that we withhold member dues to NPCA until we get our share for them.  “I’ll do it!” said a still excited Jennifer.

G. Beth, the guest, confided that she’s not a member of our group and isn’t all that sure she’s paid up for NPCA either.  She also suggested we put bowls of lithium on the table as snacks during our board meetings.

H. Helene said something about the NAM picnic, but no one was listening any longer.

I. Barb Junge will host another beach party on 6/17/06.

Everyone left except for Jennifer who’s still waiting for Nolan.  



